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BEFORN THE WEN

r was born in Berl in in December of Lg2g and named Ellen-Ruth Karpowrtz'

M y f a m i l y w a s w e l l - t o - d o , f r Y f a t h e r b e i n g a s e l f - m a d e b u s i n e s s m a n a n d a

hard worker. My mother carne from a large and prosperous family in

D a n z i g , a f r e e - S t a t e a t t h a t t i m e . M y s i s t e r ' I n g e J o h a n n a ( n o w C h a n n a )

is B years order than rt my brother Heinz-Herbert (now Dr' John David

Herber t )  6  Years o lder '

M y M o t h e r , s i n s t i - n c t s s o c o r r e c t l y w a r n e d h e r o f t h e f u t u r e t s h e

p e r s u a d e d m y f a t h e r t o m o v e o u t o f G e r m a n y . w e d i d n o t g e t a n y f u r t h e r

t h a n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , e v e n t h o u g h s h e b e g g e d a n d p l e a d e d w i t h h i m t o

e m i g r a t e t o A m e r i c a . M y f a t h e r d i d g o t o N e w Y o r k o n c e , b u t h a d

u n p l e a s a n t e x p e r i e n c e s t h e r e , c o u l d n o t s p e a k t h e l a n g u a g e a n d w o r r i e d

a b o u t t r y i n g t o e s t a b l i s h h i m s e l f a l t o v e r a g a i n i n a s t r a n g e

environmenc. He suggested my Mother should go to America with the

c h i l d r e n a n d h e m i g h t f o l l o w l a t e r . B u t t h i s d i d n o t h a p p e n . H e h a d

great faitrr in the German peopre, saying that good sense would prevair '

a n d , , w e w i l l m a r c h a r m - i n - a r m t h r o u g h t h e B r a n d e n b u r g e r T h o r w h e n t h i s

i s  a l l  o v e r '  
"

TTTE WM YEARS

At dawn,  io  May of  1940,  the f i rs t  bombs fe l r  on the sord ier  barracrs

across the street from where we l ived' There was a small wooded area

between the barracks and our home' but our windows shattered and we

j u m p e d o u t o f b e d a n d r a n , n o t k n o w i n g w h e r e t o r u n t o . A t t h a t t i m e ,

m y M o t h e r , F a t h e r , s i s t e r a n d l l i v e d i n t h e H a g u e , w h i l e m y b r o t h e r w a s

in a board ing school  in  England '

My Father garhered us under the staircase and there we sat with pots and

pans on our  heads for  protect ion against  burrets  and f ly ing objects '  we

h a d f o u n d a b u l l e t s t u c k i n m y M o t h e r , s e r m i n e s h a w l i n m y s i s t e r ' s

bedroom c loset '  
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we had to get away from that house and its dangerous location' and with

t h e h e l p o f a s l r m p a t h e t i c c a b b y m a n a g e d t o r e a c h m y a u n t ' S h o u s e . T h e

Dutch had put roadblocks up alr over town, and suspicious-appearing

p e o p l e w e r e t o } d t o r e p e a t h a r d - t o - p r o n o u n c e D u t c h w o r d s , s u c h a s
"achtentacht ig"  and " 'sHer togenbos ' "  l t  is  near  impossib le  to  pronounce

rhe  ha rd  ou tch , ,g , ,un ress  vo t  a re  Du tch  o r  speak  a  ranguage  tha t  a rso

conta ins such a sound'

U p o n t h e s u r r e n d e r o f t h e D u t c h t o t h e n a z i s , W e r e t u r n e d t o o u r o w n

home. Di f f icu l t ies began r ight  away '  ear l ier  than for  most  Jews'  My

father had a fr iend who was an inventor and the Germans were eager to

f ind hj:n' He had' invented something that enabled cars to run without

the use of  gasot ine.  My Father ,s  narne was in  th is  man's  address book '

we did not know, that the inventor and his woman fr iend had f led to

D u t c h - h e l d t e r r i t o r y d u r i n g t h e f i g h t i n g . W h e n t h a t a r e a w a s o v e r r u n b y

the Germans, they tr ied to f lee back across the f ie}d at night to the

D u t c h - h e l d l a n d , b u t w e r e s h o t b y D u t c h s o l d i e r s , w h o S a w s o m e o n e m o v e

in the dark f ields and thought they were enemies '

E a r l y o n t h e G e s t a p o s t a r t e d c o m i n g t o o u r h o m e . T h e y s h o w e d u p o n e

n i g h t , a f t e r l w a s a l r e a d . y i n b e d a n d d e m a n d e d t o s e e m y F a t h e r . M y

parenrs had heard them coming' and mv Father hid 
i" 1 :: : : :rransed

h i d i n g p l a c e u p i n o u r a t t i c . S o o n t h e r e w a s m u c h s h o u t i n g m y

M o t h e r , u s u a l l y a v e r y s o f t - s p o k e n l a d y : * i : : n - o o t ' - t t t n a t t h e G e r m a n s '

w h o t r i e d t o u r g e h e r n o t t o m a k e s o m u c h n o i s e s i n c e t h e y d i d n o t w a n t

the neighbors to hear them. However, RY Mother yel led that i t  was f ine

w i t h h e r i f t h e n e i g h b o r s h e a r d w h a t w a s g o i n g o n . M y S i s t e r w e n t t o

rhe bathroom and would not come out'  claiming she was sick' She was

t r y i n g t o a v o i d s h o w i n g h e r l D p a p e r s , w h i c h w e r e n o t a S y e t m a r k e d w i t h

t h e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t t J t | t o i d e n t i f y h e r a s a J e w . T h e m a n y e l l e d a n d

threatened to break down the bathroom door, but she kept saying she was

sick and did not give in'

A l l o f a s u d d e n l h e a r d o n e o f t h e m a n s a y , , 6 h d , n o w w e , v e g o t y o u . ' a n d

r rhought rhey had found my Father. whar rhey did f ind' was my Father's

rD card, without which no Jew was arrowed to be out of their home' My

M o t h e r h a d t o l d t h e m t h a t m y F a t h e r h a d g o n e t o m a i l a l e t t e r ./- '- .
G/



o n e o f t h e m e n c a n e u p s t . a t r p - ! ] . * & : 6 d / € i e d m y b e d r o o m . H e h a d d a r k

starins, rrishrenins eves lw;it"J J;tJJl: il"-:::

il:;,t:'::i.':"" ":ri":0,1l o"",, rord ro rerr in case such an emersencv

a r o s e . T h a t w a s ' t h a t m y M o t h e r a n d F a t h e r h a d a b i g f i g h t a n d t h a t m y

Father had gone away. An unsuitabre tare, to say the reast'  After

l o o k i n g a r o u n d f o r a w h j - t e , t h e m a n l e f t t o g o i n t o t h e a t t i c a S l

remained shivering in mY bed'

W h e n t h e y c o u l d n o t f i n d m y F a t h e r ' t h e y t o l d m y M o t h e r t o g e t r e a d y a n d

t o g o w i t h t h e m t o j a i l . w h e n m y M o t h e r p r o t e s t e d t h a t s h e c o u l d n o t

reave her chirdren, they tord her that they would take the order one

a l s o , a n d w o u l d p u t t h e y o u n g e r o n e i n a h o m e . A f t e r t h a t s h e w e n t

w i t h o u t m o r e p r o t e s t . A f t e r t h e y l e f t , R Y F a t h e r a l s o l e f t t h e h o u s e .

My s is ter  and r t  then l -B and l0  years ord,  put  on our  protect ive

"amulets  in  my case a l i t t le  go lden hear t  neck lace wi th  Hebrew

l e t t e r s o n i t , a n d w a i t e d a n d w o r r i e d . e c o u p l e o f d a y s l a t e r m y a u n t

cane to s tay wi th  us '

In  the  meant ime,

My Mother,  who

r a t s ,  i n s e c u r i t Y

my Mother was in jai l  and my Father hiding somewhere'

was ra ised fast id iousry,  had to  deal  wi th  cr iminars '

and  fea r .

o n e d a y , m y n a t h e r r a n i n t o a n o l d a n n y c o m r a d e o n t h e S t r e e t . T h e m a n

g r e e t e d h i r n e n t h u s i a s t i - c a l l y , r e c a l l i n g h o w t h e y s e r v e d t o g e t h e r i n

Wor ld war  I .  My Father  to ld  h im he was Jewish,  and that  the of f icer

p r o b a b l y w o u l d n o t w a n t t o b e S e e n w i t h h i m . H o w e v e r , t h e s o l d i e r

r e f u s e d t o p a y a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s a n d t o l d m y F a t h e r t o c o n t a c t h i n r i f h e

n e e d e d a n y t h i n g . M y F a t h e r t o l d h i m o f m y M o t h e r ' s p l i g h t , a n d t h e

i n f l u e n t i a l o f f i c e r t o o k h i m t o h i s o f f i c e a n d m a d e S o m e p h o n e c a l l s .

W h i l e t h i s w a s g o i n g o f l r o n e o f t h e o t h e r m e n a s k e d m y F a t h e r w h y h e

seemed so nervous' My Father told us later that he answered' 
"You think

I a m n e r v o u s , h a n d m e a g u n a n d l w i l l s h o w y o u h o w j u s t n e r v o u s l

r e a l l y d I I I . , , } 4 y F a t h e r w a s t o l d m y M o t h e r w o u l d b e r e l e a s e d a f e w d a y s

hence .

My Father  was st i l l  "underground"

re leased,  knowing that  the j? I : t=
1 5 J

[)',

so on the day mY Mother was to be

could not be trusted and might take



t

u S a l s o , f i Y s i s t e f a n d l r o d e o u r b i k e s w h e r e w e c o u l d w a t c h t h e f r o n t

o f t h e j a i l . M y M o t h e r w a s a c t u a l l y r e l e a s e d t ' h a t a f t e r n o o n .

o n e l a w f o l l o w e d a n o t h e r , r n a i n l y c o n c e r n i n g J e w s . E a c h n e w l a w v J a g m o r e

S e v e r e t h a n t h e p r e v i o u s o n e h a d b e e n . J e w s h a d t o w e a r y e l l o w c l o t h

s t a r s o n a l } o u r o u t e r c l o t h i n g , s u r r e n d e r o u r b i k e s , r a d i o s ' e t c . I

remember dumping our decorative ceremonial Japanese swords into a canar'

rather than bringing them to the authorities as was demanded' uoe could

o n l y f o o d s h o p i n t h e l a t e a f t e r n o o n , a n d n e w r e s t r i c t i o n s f o l l o w e d a t
an ever increasing Pace'

one of these }aws was that Jews had to use special

nanes. Men had to sign their name with "Israel"

name "Sara.  "

names as their middle

added, women with the

I t w a s a l s o d e c r e e d t h a t J e w s c o u l d n o t } i v e w i t h i n a c e r t a i n r a d i u s o f

the coastrine. we lived a longish bike-ride a!,ray from scheveningen' a

sea resort '  so we had to move'

W e m o v e d t o t h e l i t t l e v i l l a g e o f B i l t h o v e n , P r o v i n c e o f U t r e c h t . I t

! ' a s a r e s o r t d u r i n g t h e s u m n e r m o n t h s . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n w a s b y b i k e o r

w a l k i n g t h e r e w a s t r a i n s e r v i c e t o o t h e r t o w n s . A t ' f i r s t m y s i s t e r

a n d l c o u l d a t t e n d r e g u l a r s c h o o l s b u t s o o n i t w a s f o r b i d d e n f o r J e w s t o

g o t o s c h o o l w i t h n o n - J e w s . w e t h e n w e n t t o J e w i s h s c h o o l s i n t h e a r e a .

when it became unlawfur for us to have a bike' nany chirdren rorrer-

skated to school instead' The parents worried' whenever a child did not

r e t u r n h o m e e x a c t l y o n t i m e . F i n a l l y , o n e J e w i s h t e a c h e r t a u g h t t h e

Jewish children of arr grades right in the vi lrage' of these chirdren'

o n l y m y s i s t e r a n d l s u r v i v e d t h e w a r . o f t h e a d ' u l t s , o n l y m y m o t h e r

and the father of one other family survived'

W e a l s o h a d a c u r f e w , w h e n a l l J e w s h a d t o b e i n t h e i r h o u s e s . o n c e l

h a d g o n e c h e r r y p i c k i n g w i t h s o m e C h r i s t i a n c h i l d r e n a n d w e r e t u r n e d

a f t e r m y c u r f e w t i m e . l ' l y c o u s i n , w h o w a s h a l f - J e w i s h , f o u n d m e a n d g a v e

me a good thrashingl o
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M y F a t h e r l r / a s s t i l l s o u g h t b y t h e G e s t a p o i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h h i s

inventor fr i-end' He had managed to escape so fat '  jumping over the

backyard fence when we saw the Gestapo men coming'

However, one day his ruck ran out- He was supposed t'o have traveled to

Amsrerdam ro get his anti-diabetes shots, but stayed home instead' r

w a s u p i n t r r e a t t i c , p l a y i n g w i t h a g i r l f r i e n d a n d d i d n o t k n o w w h a t

d r a m a w a s p } a y i n g o u t d o w n s t a i r s . T h e m e n c a m e t o t h e h o u s e a n d c a u g h t

m y f a t h e r a n d t o o k h i m o f f t ' o j a i l . M y M o t h e r t o } d u s s h e h a d w h a t f e l t

I i k e a s u d d e n p a r a l y z i n g s t r o k e o n o n e s i d e o f h e r b o d y , w h i c h t h e n

p a s s e d . s h e r e a } i z e d t h e h o r r o r o f t h e s i t u a t i o n b e t t e r t h a n a n y o f u s .

we never saw my Father again' we tr ied to see him in jai l '  but were not

a l l o w e d t o a n d s o o n t h e y t r a n s p o r t e d h i J n t ' o t h e P l o t z e n s e e j a i l i n
gerl in. we tr ied to f ind out the t ime the train would leave' so we

c o u l d , p e r h a p s g e t a g l a n c e o f h i m a t ' t h e s t a t i o n , b u t t h e y w o u l d n o t

tel l  us. My Mother was besid'e herself '  She asked ny sister to

telephone the authorit ies and plead also, but my sister refused to pread

in German, which my Mother v'as hoping would he}p. I had never seen my

M o t h e r v i o l e n t b u t t h a t d a y s h e n e a r l y h i t m y s i s t e r , w h o e s c a p e d b y

o u t r u n n i n g h e r . W e r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s f o r a w h i l e . I L s e e m e d a s i f m y

F a t h e r h a d ' b r o k e n S o m e m i n o r r u l e s , p r o b a b l y t o t r y t o s t a y i n t h a t

p r i s o n b y h a v i n g h i s s e n t e n c e p r o l o n g e d , r a t h e r t h a n b e t r a n s p o r t e d t o a

concentration carnp. My MOther tried to obtain money from America to pay

t h e , . r a n s o m , . t h e G e r m a n s c l a j m e d w o u l d a s s u r e m y F a t h e r ' s f r e e d o m . M y

F a t h e r h a d s e c u r e d s o m e f u n d s i n t h e U . s . o n t h e c h a n c e w e m i g h t s t i l l

move there' The American government would not release any money at that

t i m e . o f t e n ' t h e n a z i s w o u l d p i c k u p t h e j u s t - r e l e a s e d p r i s o n e r s a n d

imprison them once more' hoping to obtain more money'

As far as we have been abre to trace the end of my Father's r i fe' he was

transported to the Auschwj-tz concentration camp in 1943 and murdered

t h e r e i n l g 4 4 . M y M o t h e r w a i t e d f o r h i s r e t u r n a n d , a f t e r t h e w a r ' w a s

h e s i t a n t r o m o v e a w a y r w o r r y i n g t h a t h e w o u l d c o m e b a c k a n d w o u r d n o t b e

able to f ind us' Then we found out the horrible truth'

My Mother started to take in paying suiluner vacation guests and ran our

house as a pension. she worked hard and cooked whatever food we courd

g e t i n t o d e } i c i o u s m e a l s . s o m e t , i { s w e w e n t i n t o t h e b e a u t i f u l w o o d s t o( r
v



g a t h e r m u s h r o o m s , f r o m w h i c h s h e m a d e a g r e a t v a r i e t y o f d i s h e s . A t t h i s

t ime the nazis had taken to making t ists of arl propert ies owned by Jews

furn ish i . t r9s,  cooking utensi ls ,  carpets '  pa int ings,  e tc .  Whenever  a

C,erman off icer moved into our areat they would consult their l ists and

p i c k o u t f u r n i s h i n g a n d c o l l e c t t h e s e o u t o f t h e J e w i s h h o m e s . o n c e

s o m e t h i n g w a s o n t h e i r l i s t , i t b e t t e r b e t h e r e w h e n t h e y c a l n e f o r i t !

w h e n m y M o t h e r p r o t e s t e d t h a t s h e n e e d e d d i s h e s a n d u t e n s i l s t o s e r v e

h e r p a y i n g g u e s t s ' o n e o f t h e m e n s e n t t o c o l l e c t o u r p o s s e s s i o n s t o } d

her that he was not used to doing this kind of thing and was raised to

act  d i f ferent lY '

A t t h e o n s e t o f t h e w a r b e t w e e n G e r m a n y a n d E n g l a n d , m y b r o t h e r , a b o u t

I ] y e a r s o l d , w a s i n t e r n e d o n t h e r s ] . e o f M a n w i t h t h e G e r m a n s w h o w e r e

r o u n d e d u p . H e w a s c o n s i d e r e d a G e r m a n c i t i z e n b y t h e e r i t i s h a t t h a t

t i m e . H e w a s i n p r e p a r a t o r y s c h o o l a n d t h e s c h o o l o f f i c i a l s m a n a g e d t o

f r e e h i m f r o m t h e c a m p . I l o w e v e r r h e w a s s t r a n d e d i n E n g r a n d ' w i t h o u t

m o n e y , s u p p o r t , r e l a t i v e s . H e w o r k e d i n w a r i n d u s t r i e s a n d m a n a g e d t o

w o r k h i s w a y t h r o u g h - a n d - g r a d u a t e - f r o m t h e L o n d o n S c h o o T o f E c o n o m i c s .

E n o t i o n a l l y ' h e i s a d e e p l y s c a r r e d p e r s o n . T h e y e a r s o f i s o l a t i o n '

l a c k o f l o v e a n d s e c u r i t y i n h i s t e e n a g e y e a r s h a v e t a k e n t h e i r t o l l .

He cannot show emotions, is outwardly calm and cord. A big change from

t h e w a r m - h e a r t e d b o y l r e m e m b e r a s a y o u n g c h i l d . H e s u f f e r e d t h r o u g h

b o m b a t t a c k s , f o o d s h o r t a g e s a n d o t h e r w a r h o r r o r s . I d o n o t e v e n k n o w

w h a t h i s l i f e w a s l i k e i n t h o s e y e a r s . A s a n a d u l t , h € m a r r i e d a n d

d i v o r c e d t w i c e a n d h i s t ' w o c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e s e m a r r i a g e s a r e n o t d o i n g

w e l l n o r f u n c t i o n i n g a d e q u a t e l y . A n d n o w t h e i r n e x t g e n e r a t i o n i s

troubred arso. My brother achieved a Mast'er Degree and his Doctorate'

H e t a u g h t s c h o o l , w h i c h h e e n j o y e d , b u t t u r n e d t o m o r e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

p o s i t i o n s t o m a k e a b e t t e r l i v i n g . H e c a l n e t o t h e U . S . a n d w a s t h e

p r i n c i p a t o f a p r e s t i g i o u s b o a r d i n g s c h o o l . L a t e r h e m o v e d t o C a n a d a

and was a professor at various canadian universit ies. He is now retired

b u t S t i l l v e r y a c t i v e w i t h h i s v a r i o u s t a s k s d o e s v o l u n t e e r w o r k f o r

t h e u n i t e d N a t i o n s , f i n a n c i a l a d v i s i n g , e t c . H e i s T 3 y e a r s o l d .

My Sis ter  was the f i rs t  one of  us to  receive the " t ranspor tat ion"

notice. My Mother had not as yet decided what to do and various of our

J e w i s h f r i e n d s a d v i s e d u S t h a t i t s h o u l d b e a l l r i g h t t o g o o n t h e

forced transport '  These pe-ople al l  were themselves ki l led in

t-,,
IU"
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concentration carnps. My Mother had warm woolen dresses made for my

s i s t e r a n d m y s e l f , i o c a s e w e w o u l d g o o n t h e t r a n s p o r t a n d w e h a d a

photo taken to send to my father in prison. The Jewish photographer was

eventuarly shot in front of his own house whire his famiry was inside'

My Morher decided we would not go on the transport to porand shourd the

caII come' For a short t i lne my sister hid at a Christ ian fr iend's

h o u s e , b u t w e k n e w t h i s w o u l d n o t b e a l o n g - t e r m a r r a n g e m e n t . o v e r t h e

next few years my sister hid at various christian homes. some of the

p e o p l e d i d t h i s o u t o f t h e g o o d n e s s o f t h e i r L r e a r t s , o t L r e r d i d n o t . A t

o n e p l a c e s h e h a d t o t o c k h e r s e l f i n w h e n e v e r t h e w i f e w e n t o u t t o a v o i d

sexual attack by the husband' She was a free baby-sitter '  cook'

c l e a n i n g w o m a n a n d w o r k e d l a t e i n t o t h e n i g h t . M y M o t h e r p a i d t h o s e

p e o p l e a l s o . A t o t h e r t i m e s s h e e x p e r i e n c e d c h r i s t i a n r e } i g i o u s

p r e s s u r e s f r o m p e o p l e t r y i n g t o s c a r e h e r i n t o c o n v e r s i o n . A f t e r t h e

war she went t,hrough various metamorphoses. Nearly became a Salvation

A r m y r e c r u i t , f o r i n s t a n c e ' b u t i n t h e e n d t u r n e d t o a m e d i u m o r t h o d o x

J u d a i c l i f e s t y l e , k e e p i n g a k o s h e r h o m e . U p o n m y M o t h e r ' s r e g u e s t s h e

c a n e t o j o i n u s i n N e w Y o r k , b u t a y e a r l a t e r t o o k m y M o t h e r u p o n h e r

p r o m i s e t o f i n a n c e h e r v o y a g e t o l s r a e } , d s s h e d i d n o t l i k e i t h e r e .

she f irst moved in with a schoorgirr fr iend of my Mother's and her

f a m i l y a n d l a t e r m a r r i e d , ' t h e b o y n e x t d ' o o r . , , s h e h a s t w o s o n s ' s i x

g r a n d c h i l d r e n a n d t h e y a l l } i v e t o g e t h e r o n a s m a l l a r e a o f l a n d i n t h e

v i l l a g e s h e e m i g r a t e d t o i n l g 4 g . S h e i s n o w T 5 , a n d h a s s u f f e r e d f o r

many years from a nervous condition'

R i g h t f r o m t h e s t a r t ' I w a s e a s i l y r e c o g n i z e d b y C : e r m a n s o l d i e r s a s a
, ' J e w i s h t y p e . , . I h e a r d i t a S l w a s r i d i n g m y b i k e p a s t s o m e s o l d i e r s

c o n g r e g a t i n g o n t h e s t r e e t . I h e a r d i t a g a i n o n t h e s c h o o l p l a y g r o u n d

w h e n l s a w G e r m a n s o l d i e r s t a l k i n g a n d p o i n t i n g a t m e . T h a t t i m e l w a s

t o l d w h a t t h e s o l d i e r h a d s a i d b y a n o t h e r c h i l d o n t h e p l a y g r o u n d .

Whenever I heard thris' I tried to melt back into ttre background' r was

r a i s e d a n ] r v ' a y , L o n e v e r d r a w a t t e n t i o n t o m y s e l f , b € s o f t - s p o k e n , d e m u r e

and rry ro avoid recognition. That day on the prayground, the Germans

were arso overheard by the younger daughter of an outspoken foe of the

Germans, a Prominent 
Dutch :"oga Mr. Visser, who l ived in the vi l lage.

r;\\u
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when the girr rold about rhis experience on rhe playground during the

d i n n e r h o u r , h e r f a t h e r a s k e d h i s w i f e t o g o s e e m y m o t h e r a n d t o u r g e

her that, should the time of my transport notice come' sY Mother wourd

send me to hi's house instead and they would hide me'

when the time cane, r did go over to my protector's househord' which

consisted of bimr his wife' who had been a nurse' but was now a

homemaker, his order daughter who was about L7 years old and the younger

d a u g h t e r w h o w a s a l i t t } e o l d e r t h a n l w a s . I w a s a b o u t L 2 y e a r s o l d b y

then. There also was a l i t t le do$r Teddy' In the beginning' condit ions

w e r e n o t a s h a r s h a s t h e y l . ' e r e g o i n g t o g e t a n d l w a s a } I o w e d t o g o o u t

a f t e r d a r k w i t h M r . V i s s e r t o w a l k t h e d o g . B u t a f t e r t h e G e r m a n s

S t a r t e d s t o p p i n g p e o p t e o n t h e s t r e e t ' I d i d n o t g e t o u t a t a } I . T h a t

i s , u n l e s s t h e r e v ' e r e r e p o r t s o f a p o s s i b t e t a z z L a t o b e c o n d u c t e d i n

o u r n e i g h b o r h o o d , s t w h i c h t j m e I w o u } d g o i n t o t h e b a c k y a r d a n d s i t i n

a tree untir the runors passed. As conditions worsened, and the Germans

s e a r c h e d p e o p l e a n d h o u s e s f o r a l l s o r t s o f c o n t r a b a n d , i n c } u d i n g y o u n g

Dutch men who were trying to avoid being drafted into labor canps, it

b e c a m e t o o d a n g e r o u s f o r m e t o b e d o w n s t a i r s a t a l l o r e a t w i t h t h e

f a m i l y . A c o u p l e o f t i m e s l w a s n e a r l y s e e n b y f r i e n d s c o m i n g t o v i s i t

m y h o s t s . A t ' f i r s t l h a d s h a r e d a r o o m w i t h t h e y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r , w h o

t h o u g h t i t ' w a s f u n t o p l a y g a l n e s , s u c h a s t h a t w e w e r e a t a l i v e - i n

b o a r d j - n g s c h o o l , b u t s o o n s h e w a s b o r e d w i t h h a v i n g m e t h e r e a n d n o t

f r i e n d } y a n y l o n g e r . I b r i e f l y s t a y e d i n t h e o l d e r d . a u g h t e r ' S r o o m , b u t

t h e n m o v e d u p i n t o t h e a t t i c , w h e r e l s p e n t m o s t o f m y d a y s a n d n i g h t s

from then on' Sometimes Len' the older daughter' would give me some

I e s s o n s , s o m e t i m e s l w o u } d h e l p d u s t b u t m o s t o f t h e t i m e l w a s i n t h e

attic where it was guite cold in the winter and quite hot in the surnmer'

when r could not use the bathroom (because it might arert the neighbors

i f l f l u s h e d a n d e v e r y o n e h a d g o n e o u t , o r t h e r e w a s s o m e o n e v i s i t i n g

in the houset etc' ) I  had to use a pail  with a cover on it '

T h e p e o p l e h a d b e e n c o l } e c t i n g i n s t a } I m e n t s o f s t o r i e s t h a t a p p e a r e d i n

t h e d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s a n d c l i p p e d t h e m t o g e t h e r t o f o r m b o o k s . I d i d a

l o t o f r e a d i n g a n d w a s v e r y l u c k y t o h a v e t h o s e . I k e p t a d i a r y j - n
"code." I read poetry and tr ied to write stories myself '  not

successfulry, 3s r had gotten too up-t ight about granmar rures' r heard

a b o u t t h e t r i u m p h s a n d m i s h a n s o j | t h e f a m i l y - - t h e y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r w a sw
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nor voted into the tennis club, devastating l::-j"t- 
" rong time' r

yearned to have these 
"".1'gay-dd},,teen-age problems, instead of my own.

Family life went on ""noor, work, etc. r was incruded in many

things, sr. Nikolaas, tot lrraaance' a t"n holiday when Lhe Dutch make

numerous sna}I gift ettflS"t 
for their farnily and friends' These are

often gag gifts, accompanied by a home-made poem and freguentry wrapped

in a clever way'

of course, I cou}d not go out with them when they went to de}iver their

si*s ro rriends' . n :=::;"illf::.'[,**::',l#""ffJ.':':'J'.'r':""
friends open the door anc

guess who the rea} donor iS. In the meantjme, other family members

prepare a rype of doughnut traditionarly eaten on the holiday and when

everyone '".-.,',,", it is tjJne to eat ' oPen presencs, laugh and enjoy.

However, clrr istmas was a totarry rerigious holiday and New Year's Eve

was so personal to them, t'hat they did not want me to attend that night.

M r . V i s s e r k e p t a s m a l l s u i t ' c a s e a l w a y s r e a d y a n d p a c k e d , i o c a s e h e

w o u l d h a v e t o f l e e u n e x p e c t e d t y . g . w a s s o o u t ' s p o k e n , t h a t t h e r e w a s a

g o o d c h a n c e t h i s m i g h t h a p p e n . T h e s u i t c a s e w a g k e p t i n t h e a t t i c ,

where I  " l ived '  "

For a whire a young Dutch man was also hiding at the house' rt began to

worry the mother to reave me arone with hj$, and so she wourd lock me

into the attic whenever the fanrily went out. r got arong werr with the

y o u n g m a n a n d h e w a s f i n a l l y s o m e c o m p a n y f o r m e , s o l w a s s o r r y n o t t o

be able to sPend more time with him'

Another experience concerned dental problems I was developing' I t

b e c a m e c } e a r s o m e t h i n g n e e d e d t o b e d o n e . T h e f a r n i l y c o n t a c t e d a

dentist friend in another town and invited hjjn over to the house'

Eowever, they did not dare telr him over the phone to bring his dental

t o o l s . W h e n h e a r r i v e d a n d w e m e t ' h e d e c i d e d t h a t m y t o o t h n e e d e d t o

be pulled. But how? I was warned not to cry out so people might hear

me as he attempted to purr the tooth with an Engrish wrench' The tooth

wourd break off each time he attempted to pull it and it was a horrible

experience indeed. That part icurar tooth never grew back in -- r don't

blame itt  rt 's "t*n""i"" ' ; ;  tSother side' which was purled

\y



after the war' also decided not to attempt a come-bacK'

F o r m y b i r t h d a y , s Y M o t h e r m a n a g e d t ' o w a l k m i l e s a n d . m i } e s f r o m a

neighboring ";;, where she was hiding' to see me' she had managed to

bring some "no"oi.a. sprinkres 
-- don'g lgnow how she got hord of those'

Food was """r." by that' a* and chocorut" " .r " sh; walked draped in

a big dark r**r, so her face wourd nor-be seen' ot'herwise our contact

w a s m y c o u s i n . S o m e h o w , b e i n g h a l f C h r i s t i a n , a n d s p e a k i n g G e r m a n

fruently without an accent, h€ managed to remain our onry link during

a l } o f . n " * " ' . A n d n e a i a t h i s f a i t h f u l l y . I d o n o t k n o w h o w w e w o u l d

have managed without hiln. For a whire, while r was freeing around so

fast, he could not track rne and my Mother was sure r had been caught by

the Gernans and that my cousin was just trying to spare her'

Berore soins into hidins, sY *:n'-'- "ii 
::1 -T""::"::::J'-il:':;t";

baptized as a christ ian as' perhaps' I

experiences' 
I  turned that possibi l i ty down'

T h e l o n e l i n e s s b e c a m e i n t e n s e ' ' : : : : : , " n i n r n y u n c o m f o r t a b l e a t t i c ' A t

times I would look out of the slanted t"'Uo* and find it comforting to

t h i n k l c o u l d c } i m b o u t ' a n d j u m p i f e m e r g e n c i e s r e g u i r e d i t . I i n v e n t e d

an imaginary friend, r st:-ri nad nry ueriet in cod (which went after the

war, when r met some of the returning car[p survivors and heard their and

o t h e r h i s t o r i e s ) b u t i t w a s l o n e l y . M y f a n t a s y w a s t o o n e d a y b e a b l e

t o w a l k o u t d o o r s ' i n t h e r a i n ' w i t h * y i " " a h e l d u p h i g h a n d n o t t o h a v e

to hide myself nor mY rdentity ever again'

o n e d a y t h e f a m i l y a l l w e n t o u t t o g e t h e r . T h e y c a m e t o t h e a t t i c t o

warn me so r wourd n" .r.ry quiet ..J "a-" away from the windows' r was

in bed, trying ro *"* ;.; and heard them take off' A feeling of

comprete desoration and aroneness overwhelmed me and r started to

s c r e a m . B e } i e v e l l l e r i t w a s n o t a s i } e n t s c r e a m ! I t c a m e o u t S o } o u d

and desperate, they could hear me "; they were already all rhe way down

on the street' The older daughter' carne back in and up the stairs' The

moment I heard someone coming, I was quiet as a mouse' "1 making a

sound, hardly breathing. when she calred from the attic stairs asking

w h a t w a s t h e m a t t e r ' l a n s w e r e d " n o t h i n g - " ' : : : - : n " t l e f t ' a n d t h a t w a s

t h a t . o n e o f t h e t o r t u r e s o f T # ' " i n h i d i n g i s ' t h a t o n e n e v e r k n o w s(_,



how long it will continue, of , fox that matter, how it will end. There

is no time rirnit that one knows one has to hold out to and then the

status quo wirl end. rt might be over tomorrow orr more rikely' it

might never end'

whire rwas up in the attice one morning, r suddenry heard unusuar noises

from down below' I was locked in the attic and only t'he old'er daughter'

L e n , w a s a t h o m e . I h e a r d h e r s a y t h a t s h e d i d n o t h a v e a k e y t o t h e

attic door, ds her mother always carried the key and r knew troubre had

c o m e . I m o v e d o v e r i n t o a l a r g e b o x t h a t w a s p u s h e d u n d e r t h e e a v e s a n d

w h j - c h w a s m y a g r e e d - u p o n h i d i n g s p o t . I c l o s e d t h e t o p a s b e s t l c o u l d

and soon heard the sounds of the attic door being broken down' up the

s t a i r s t h e y c a l n e t o s e a r c h t h e a t t i c . M o r e t h a n o n c e d i d l s e e t h e

shadow of the searcher over me' Luclcily this was not the kind with

b a y o n e t s ' t h a t t ' h e y w o u } d p o k e i n t o u a i l s o f h a y , b o x e s , o f a n y o t h e r

p l a c e t h e y s u s p e c t e d " o * . o , , " c o u l d b e h i d i n g . H e f o u n d t h e l i t t l e

suitcase of the father' and was happy' h€ burped and farted and

searched' To my salvationr he never OIO *ot't the items in front of my

hidj.ns place.,,'- :1.-*T::'::; r;:;.:*:ft ;:#;: 
til.;':":::::::

she was' went to her pLano 
i ' :  

"-] i I--"*..^ 
A eou'le of seParate t imes'

the man had left,  after searching the att ic a couple of separate

l d e c i d e d t o g e t o u t o f m y h i d i n g p l a c e , t h i n k i n g n e x t t i m e h e m i g h t

s e a r c h m o r e t h o r o u g h l y i n m y a r e a . A S l c a r e f u l l y m a d e m y w a y d o w n t h e

a t t i c S t e p s , L e n c a l n e t o w a r d s m e . T h e y h a d l e f t o n e m a n o n q u a r d i n t h e

front yard to watch for the father (whom they were rearry searching for)

and she was going to keep an eye on hirn while r ran down the stairs and

out of the backdoor, i,,to the wooded heather area behind the house. We

s u c c e e d e d , a n d l w a s b a r e f o o t i n t h e o u t d o o r s , e v e n i n m y t r o u b l e s

a p p r e c i a t i n g t h e f r e s h a i r a n d n a t u r e a r o u n d m e a f t e r a l } t h a t t i m e o f

being cooPed uP'

The farniry had an agreement, that if one of them was caught by the Dutch

corraborarors or by the G€rmans, oo other famiry member would come to

their rescue, figuring that then both peopre wourd' be detained anyway'

The Searchers did take Len with them when no one showed up at the house

that d.aJr having been warned, of what was going on' uercj ' furly'  they

released her the next daY' 
,.-\ei,



R

r stayed in the woods the rest of the d-y, wandering carefurly'

barefooted and concerneo' 
i  of

l f o r m e d a p l a n w h e r e b y l w o u l d c r o s s t h e S t r e e t i n t o t h e y a r c

friends of the farniry, who r knew had been informed about me' alt'hough r

had never Inet' them' They lived aiagonalfy across the street from tbe

o t h e r f a r n i l y ' a n d l f i g u r e d t o d o t h e " ' o ' s i n g a t d u s ] < ' b e f o r e t h e ' b y

now general, curfew started. r,ate enough so the street would be empty'

but early enough not to break the curfew' r did do that and got across

safely. They had been awaiting me and had even briefly searched the

woods that day'

M i n u t e s l a t e r ' d s l w a s s t a n d i n g a t t h e i r k i t c h e n t a b l e ' e a t i n g a

sandwich they had prepared for me 
::-i.had 

not eaten or had a drink aII

datr we n""Jo a noise of peopre coming up the outside steps and knew

there was trouble' r had not even Ut"" '"no* t:":  hiding place as yet!

T h e m a n o f t h e h o u s e s h o v e d m e u p a s t a i r c a s e , b u t i t w a s a w i n d i n g o n e

and being unfamiriar with it and it being dark, r kept on running into

t h e w a l l a n d c o u } d n o t f i n d t h e w a y t h e = . " p ' r e a l l y w e n t . E e c a m € u P

behind me, pushed me up and into a bedroom. It was dark, and I did not

have tiJ.e to decide about a hiding prace that wourd not be obvious' The

door opened and one of the searchers carne in. r had dropped behind a

bed and when he carne over and asked me what r was doing there' r tried

to look as idiot ic aS I could, held' up my sandwich and said ,, I  am eating

a sandwich" and smiled, ds r hoped' Iooking demented' He stared at me

f o r a } o n g m o m e n t , t u r n e d , a n d l e f t t h e r o o m w i t h o u t f u r t h e r s e a r c h .

The owner,s hand calne around the door, turning off the light. During

the time the right had been on, r had noticed a big bed in the room' rt

w a s n o t m a d e u p ' b u t l c r a w l e d i n t o i t , p u l l e d t h e b } a n k e t o v e r m y f a c e

and pretended to be asreep. Finding a rear hiding prace wourd have been

inpossible. soon the door opened again and another man came in' r made

,,I i t t le-girt-cornp}aining sleepy noises, 
,,  and cravl led even deeper under

the blanlcet '  The man said "don't worry l i t t le gir l '  I  just have to

s e a r c h t h e r o o m a n d t h e n l , } I b e g o n e a n d y o u c a n g o b a c k t o s l e e p . , ' H e

searched al l  the obvious places' such as the "to=tt '  under the bed' and

b e h i n d c u r t a i n s . t l e l e f t ' a n d t h e a r m c a m e f r o m b e h i n d t h e d o o r a g a i n '

t u r n i n g o f f t h e } i g h t i n t h e r o o m . I t w a s o u r g r e a t l u c k t h a t d a y t h a t

t h e t h i r d m a n ' w h o c a m e i n a n d a t o n c e a s k e d h o w m a n y p e o p l e t h e r e w e r e
(.,
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i n t h e h o u s e , w h Y , L f t h e r e v ' e r e o n l y t w o p e o p l e i n t h e h o u s e ' w e r e

there three prates on the tabre , e.c. ' was the one person that did not

search that room'

The woman in the house figured that somehow her husband had gotten me

our of rhe house, with sheets out of the wind*-::.:tT#t:itl"::

figured that could have been accomplished' but she sar

I  was sti}I  in the house' she would have collapsed'

She "made nice" to the police n""nll:- and lhey were delighted to have

someone be nice to them' In time they left and we had to plan our next

moves.

The attempr to f ind Mr. Visser had started off a razzLa arong rhe whole

streer, and the whole night the Dutch collaborator porice (NsB) went up

and down the street searching houses. They found a print ing press and

s u r e } y m a n y o t h e r c o n t r a b a n d j . t e m s . D o n , t k n o w i f t h e y c a u g h t a n y

people who were in hiding' but don't bel ieve so'

They even came back one more time to the house where I was, but did not

search again. r guess the rady had been rearry fr iendry to them' we

h e t d v i g i } t h r o u g h o u t t h e n i g h t a n d f o r m e d t h e p l a n t h a t t h e n e x t

morning they would give me shoes and a big shawl or coat to wrap around

m e . I w a s t o f o l l o w t h e m a n o n f o o t s t a y i n g w e l l b e h i n d a S h e w a l k e d

ahead of me to another house in the virrage. The peopre ar that prace

had promised the vissers that if the need ever arose' they wourd hide me

u n t i } o t h e r a r r a n g e m e n t s c o u l d b e m a d e . I f a n y t h i n g w e n t w r o n g a n d l

w a s p i c k e d u p o f f t h e s t r e e t ' I w a s t o a c t a s i f l w a s b v r n l s e l f a n d h e

w o u l d k e e p o n w a l k i n g a w a y ' W e d i d g e t t o h e r h r o u s e s a f e l y ' h o w e v e r '

the wife there, was too afraid to r"t L into her house' she was afraid

her young son might talk and give them away' she said r shourd hide in

the bombed-out house next door, and "n" *o"'d bring me food until other

arrangements 
were made. r stayed in the bombed out house' and in the

afternoon had to trY to stay hidden from t'he owner of the house who came

by to inspect the property and warted around assessing the damage' wrrich

w a s s e v e r e . B y t h a t t i m a l w a s d i r t y a n d s m e } } y , n o t h a v i n g a c h a n g e o f

crothing and being under so -x"ir","' c'oing to the "bathroom" was

TV
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also not easy' never knowing when someone might come Dy'

there was not a real bathroom -- just the outdoors'

rn the meantime trle underground was contacted and they found a place for

me to go. Len had been rereased from the porice station, unharmed'

except forsolne crude jokes she had to endure, and she calne on her bike

t o p i c k m e u p a n d t a k e m e t o t ' h e n e w p } a c e . A S a n o l d e r p e r s o n , s h e

said that had been the most memorabre time of her rife and the time she

fert she was rearry doing something worthwhile. she said she never fert

anY fear  at  a l l  '

T h e h o u s e w a s b e a u t i f u l , d a m a s k d r a p e s , r i c h f u r n i s h i o g S , o r c h a r d s , h u g e

g a r d e n , s e r v a n t s a n d s o o n . W e e n t e r e d a n d a f e w m i n u t e s l a t e r , o n c e

a g a i n , W € s a w t h e N S B m e n c o m i n g u p t h e p a t h . I S a w t h e m f i r s t , f r o m

the room we had just been red into. Quite a coincidence, for they were

not after me and this place was in another town

T h e r e w e r e a l s o t w o y o u n g D u t c h - - . ' l ] : . ' n g a n d t h e h i d i n g p l a c e w a s v e r y

wel l  organized.  I t  was par t  o f  an at t ic ,  and the ladder  leading up and

j - n t o t h e a t t i c c o u l d b e p u l l e d u p , h e a v y i t e m s w e r e o n t h e f l o o r S o t h a t

i t s h o u l d n o t s o u n d h o l l o w w h e n b a n g e d a g a i n s t f r o m b e l o w . T h e r e w e r e

suppries and beds. The young men pushed me up, purred up the radder and

closed the at t ic  opening.  The searchers d id not  f ind us '  They d id f ind

a f ine wine cerrar ,  and one of  the of f icers tord h is  orderry  that  they

w o u l d s e c r e t l y r e t u r n l a t e r t o p i c k u p t h e w i n e . T h e l a d y o f t h e h o u s e

tried to telr them the wine was for medicinar purposes and that someone

i n t h e h o u s e h a d a n a i l m e n t t h a t r e q u i r e d t h e i n t a k e o f w i n e , b u t t h e y

certainlY did not care about that '

A f t e r t h e y h a d s e a r c h e d , t a k e n s o m e f o o d a n d l e f t , W € c l i m b e d d o w n f r o m

the att ic '  We knew at Ieast the off icer intended to come back later

rhat night. The young men wanred ro sleep in the hiding prace wirh rhe

l a d d e r u p a n d t h e o p e n i n g c l o s e d , a s w e l l t h e y s h o u l d . T h e l a d y o f t h e

house refused t.o ret me sreep with them up there- They said they did

nor wanr ro r isk their r ives trying ro handle rhe radder in the middre

of the nisht' =""':1-:' 
ff'H.\".T=i:t ",]"]""ii'" 

=l:'-:*jTil; "::
the men went upstal-rs -l': -.^,--. 

,,^^.. t-he blanket and hide nex'

instructions 
that I should sl ip{nder the blanket and hide next to the

t],

Of  cou rse ,
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m a i d i f t h e m e n c a m e i n t o t h a t r o o m . A t l e a s t l g o t s o m e c l e a n

underwear from the young maid and so we "51spt'" AII went well- that

night

The next day I was arrowed to go outside into the orchard and pick frurt

in the beautifur garden. ,a ,u, a wonderfur experience but i t  was not

t o l a s t . B e c a u s e o f t h e e x p e r i e n c e s t h e d a y b e f o r e , t h e f a m i l y d e c i d e d

it wourd not be safe for any of us i f  r stayed vrith them and a new place

had to found for me'

M r s . V i s s e r , t h e l a d y o f t h e f i r s t h o u s e w h e r e l h a d b e e n i n h i d i n g ,

contacted her cleaning rad.y, who did not off iciarty know about me' and

to ld her  what  had happened, .  Mrs.  V isser  sa id to  her ,  ' .Tru i ,  i t  is  your

rurn now. " I  was the sane age as her younge:: 
^l":nnt"t '  

and when she

was asked in such a way' she saw her olrn daughter in need' and agreed'

so Len once again picked me up on her bike and brought me part-way to

the new town where Tante Trui and her eldest daughter met us' I

transferred to the back of her bike' wrapped in a big' brack farmer

shawl '

Now r  was in  soest  on a very smarr  farm.  The stable was r ight  
l t * t . to

the kitchen, and the f irst day at dinner r wondered what the propprng

noises were that r heard intermittently. r was tord that was the sound

of  the cows baking pancakes.  For  a c i t i f ied,  ra ther  snobbish r i t t re

g i r l i t w a s q u i t e a c h a n g e o f l i f e . T h e m o t h e r a n d y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r

wanted me there and were good to me. The father only agreed because he

was paid by my Mother, the order daughter was good-natured and oK with

m y b e i n g t h e r e . T h e g r a n d m o t h e r , w h o r u } e d t h e p l a c e , w a s a t f i r s t

pleasant to me. That ., ,q. '"a her favorite, the only Son' and he Soon

convinced her to be rrnrina, which she was good at '  The rniddre sister

sided with her brother' so we had a divided household' The farm was

very smalr, and the son arso was angry because now his girrfr iend could

nor sleep over. I  slept with the jo,,"nt" daughter in a small bed'

whatever the circumstt*"= '  I f  o"t of us had a f ever '  or l ice or

whatever, i t  made no difference. when one of us turned' the other had

t o t u r n . S o m e t i m e s i t b o t h e r e d C o r r i e a s l w a s a r e s t l e s s s l e e p e r a n d

she would go sleeP with her mother'

v
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The mother was a deeply good and understanding person' She had

u n b e l i e v a b l e i m p u l s e s o n a c t i n g i n t h e m o s t c o n s i d e r a t e a n d l o v i n g w a y .

H e r d a u g h t e r a c t e d a S a r e a l f r i e n d t o m e . A t o n e p o i n t , t h e y f i g u r e d l

needed something of my own to rove and gave me a kitten' r doted on the

k j - t t e n b u t w h e n l w o k e u p o n e m o r n i n g i t w a s n o w h e r e t o b e f o u n d . L a t e r

I learned that the son had put the kitten into a bag and banged it

against a wall  unti l  i t  was dead'

The mother arranged for a teacher to come in once week or sor again a

r e m a r k a b l y b r a v e a n d l o v i n g t h i n g t o d o . W h e n l s a t a t t h e t a b l e w i t h

m y b o o k s a n d s t u d y m a t e r i a l s a n d ' t h e S o n c a l n e i n t o t h e r o o m , h e w o u l d

S w e e p a l l t h e b o o k s a n d p a p e r s o f f t h e t a b } e u n t o t h e f l o o r . H i s l i t t l e

sister had no fear of hirn and would attack him and fight him on many

occasions '

w e w a s h e d a t a n o u t d o o r p u l n p . o n c e a w e e k w e f i l l e d a b a s i n w i t h h o t

w a t e r a n d t o o k t u r n s t a k i n g a b a t h b e h i n d a c u r t a i n . W e k n i t t e d a n d

wore woolen undershi r ts '  Because of  the }ack of  e lect r ic i ty  dur ing the

w a r ' w e w o u l d t a k e t u r n s t u r n i n g t h e p e d a l s o f a b i k e , w h i c h h a d a l a m p

h o o k e d u p . T h i s g a v e a n u n s t e a d y a n d w a v e r i n g s o f t l i g h t , b u t w e c o u l d

do some th ings bY i t '

W h i l e l w a s t h e r e , a p i g , w a s s l a u g h t e r e d . L u c k i l y l c o u l d n o t g o

o u t s i d e . I c o u l d h e a r t h e a n i m a l . s d e s p e r a t e s q u e a l i n g a S t h e y c h a s e d

it around' once it  was ki l led the son and other man ran after the

shrieking gir ls to smear them with blood'

F o r l l l e , t h e S o n t o o k t h e p i g . s e y e s o u t a n d p u t t h e m o n t h e i n s i d e

table. He then had someone caII me d'ownstairs '  saying there was a

s u r p r i . s e w a i - t i n g f o r m e o n t h e t a b l e . I w a s s o m e w h a t f o r e w a r n e d , a S l

knew better than to expec L pTeasant surprises from that quarter'

T h e g r a n d m o t h e r m a d e b l o o d S a u s a g e a n d a l l t h e p o r t i o n s o f t h e p i g w e r e

prepared and used ' women were not allottt, 
:: 

t::. "ff:.-[; 
;::t:"::J::

[;ffi:n'.i", n.o rheir period. rhe berief was rhat thev

the  meat  bad '
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W e h a d v e g e t a b l e s f r o m t h e f a r m , s o a s f a r a s f o o d w a s c o n c e r n e d w e w e r e

Iuckier than many other people' who were eating sugar beets by that

t ime.

M y M o t h e r , w i t h m y c o u s i n . s h e l p , m a n a g e d t o b u y b } a c k - m a r k e t f o o d

rationing coupons for us during most of the years r was in hidi 'ng'

T w i c e t h e R e d C r o s s d r o p p e d o f f f o o d t r u l y w h i t e b r e a d ( n o t f u l l o f

Straw or some fi l ler l ike that) and butter. The farm had cows, So we

also had dai rY Products '

Laundry was done once a week, boiled in huge containers and hand-washed

in this extremelY hot water'

o v e r t h e y e a r s , a } l s o r t o f t h i n g s h a d f a l l e n i n t o t h e w e l l , o u r o n l y

source of  water '  I  fe l l  i I I  and Tante Tru i  managed to get  a  doctor  for

m e . H e s a i d l s h o u l d n o t d r i n k t h e w e l l w a t e r a S i t w a s m a k i n g m e s i c k .

S o t h e y g a t h e r e d r a i n w a t e r f o r m e . A S t h i s w a s n o t s u f f i c i - e n t , T a n t e

T r u i s o m e h o w a r r a n g e d t o b r i n g w a t e r f r o m t ' h e t a p i n t h e h o u s e s w h e r e

she worked.  This  could have a lso put  her  in  danger '  o f  course '  Corr ie '

t h e y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r , a n d l p l a y e d t o g e t h e r a n d s h e l a t e r t o l d m e s h e

enjoyed having a s is ter  her  age around'

T a n t e T r u i h a d a h a r d l i f e , I n e v e r s a w h e r i n t h o s e d a y s w h e n s h e w a s

n o t s w e a t i n g . H e r m o t h e r - i n - l a w w a s g h a s t t y , a n d h e r h u s b a n d l i s t e n e d

t o h i s m o t h e r , w h o w a s c l e a r l y t h e b o s s i n t h e h o u s e . T a n t e T r u i w o r k e d

h a r d a S a c l e a n i n g } a d y . I n t h o s e d a y s t h e r e w a s a s t r i c t c l a s s c o d e

and even a benevorent boss wourd be condescending towards "the herp' "

A t h o m e s h e h a d a t o u g h l i f e a n d v e r y l i t t l e p l e a s u r e o r b e a u t y t o c h e e r

her soul. Both she and her youngest daughter Corrie' have a great

t a l e n t - - r e c o g n i z i n g t h e n e e d s o f t h e s o u l i n o t h e r s a n d k n o w i n g h o w t o

f u l f i l l t h e m i n a n o n - c o n v e n t i o n a l w a y . I l e a r n e d m y m o s t i m p o r t a n t

r i fe  resson in  human varues at  that  farm.  Af ter  her  mother- in- raw's  and

her  husband,s deaths,  Tante Tru i  Soon star ted a wonder fu l  l i fe ,  I iv ing

w i t h h e r y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r a n d b e i n g c a r e d f o r a n d c h e r i s h e d . I t w a s S o

good to see her so contented and happy'

The situation at the farm became

to go-  There was a lso a Possib i l i

charged and the father said I

Germans being quartered in on
too

tv of(>
had

the
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f a r m . T h e s o n t o l d m e t ' h a t a f t e r t h e w a r , a l l J e w s w o u l d b e s h i p p e d o f f

to Palestine and out of HoIIand' A nice part ing shot'  but even in one

o f m y o t h e r h i d i n g p l a c e s , a f t e r l h a d d o n e s o m e t h i n g n a u g h t y , I w a s

t o l d t h a t t h e p e o p l e t h e r e w e r e n o t h i d i n g * " b ^ . j ^ . , T n I w a s a . J e W

t h e y d i d n o t r i r e J e w s e i t h e r ' b u t a s r e s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t t h e n a z a s .

I made my last move, dS Tante Trui cried, touching me deeply, and moved

t o a n o t h e r t o w n t o t h e s a m e a p a r t m e n t w h e r e m y m o t h e r w a s s t a y i n g . T w o

radies r ived there and we did not get arong too welr. r shourd have

b e e n m o r e a p p r e c i a t i v e o f w h a t d a n g e r t h e y w e r e e x p o s i n g t h e m s e l v e s t o ,

I bel ieve now' Here we did eat sugar beets and had a bad food shortage'

soon afterwards, we were riberated.. we were very cautious at f irst '  for

we had heard how Jewish peopre had come out of houses in other praces'

h a v i n g b e e n t o l d t h e A l l i e s h a d c o m e , b u t i t h a d b e e n p r e m a t u r e a n d t h e y

were caught. But this t. ime it  was true and the canadian sordiers had

arr ived '

M y s i s t e r j o i n e d m y M o t h e r a n d m y s e l f i n U t r e c h t w h e r e w e s t a y e d f o r a

w h i l e . S h e a n d l w a n t e d L o b e o u t d o o r s a l l t h e t j m e . M y a n k l e s h a d

b e c o m e w e a k f r o m l a c k o f u s e a n d l w o u l d f a l l c o n s t ' a n t l y , a l w a y s h i t t i n g

t h e s a j n e s w o l l e n k n e e . T h i s l a s t e d q u i t e a w h i l e , b u t d i d n o t s t o p m e

m u c h . A t t i m e s l c o u l d n o t b e a r w e a r i n g s h o e s e i t h e r . B y t h a t t i m e m y

sis ter  was 2!  and I  was 15 Years o ld '

Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e f o r m e d , g i v i n g u S a c h a n c e t o m i n g l e w i t h

o t h e r y o u n g J e w i s h s u r v i v o r s . w e w e r e g r e a t l y e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e y o u n g

s o l d i e r s f r o m t h e P a l e s t i n e C o r p s o f t h e B r i t i s h a r m y . H e r e w e r e y o u n g

J e w i s h m e n , h e a l t h y , g o o d - l o o k i n g a n d s e l f . c o n f i d e n t a n d t h i s w a s a n e w

exper lence for  us.  Most  o f  us had only  horr i fy ing s tor ies to  te l l '

should we have chosen to '

In t ime we were able to return to the house in BiIthOVen' Much WOrk

n e e d e d t o b e d o n e , d s G e r m a n s o l d i e r s h a d b e e n h o u s e d t h e r e . o u r

o r i g i n a l n e i g h b o r , w h o d u r i . n g t h e w a r h a d a g r e e d t o h i d e S o m e t h i n g s f o r

u S b u t t h e n r e n e g e d a n d p u t t h e m a l l b a c k o n o u r s i d e o f o u r b a c k y a r d

f e n c e , t u r n e d o u t t o h a v e c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h t h e n a z i s . H e w a s j a i l e d

f o r a w h i l e a n d l f e } t q u i t e b i t t e r w h e n h e r e t u r n e d h o m e w h i l e m y

Father and so many other reratives/:urd never do so'

(i g-.
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There were good people who returned the items they 
::.:. 

holding for us.

some others had quite gotten used to the idea we would not return and

t h e y w o u l d b e a b l e t o k e e p o u r t h i n g s . w h e n l u n e x p e c t e d l y c a l l e d o n

o n e w o m a n a r o u n d c o f f e e - t i m e , t h e r e w a s c o f f e e b e i n g s e r v e d : u '

china, which she had claimed had arr broken when the boxes contarnlng

the china fell down the stairs'

r started schoor again. si-nce r missed so many years' there was a rot

ofca'uchins'l':::'^':Tj:::::"1"i;':l '::'l:::"1n1"""1:':::1':::
teachers Promised to gl-ve

s t u d e n t . I a l s o b e c a m e m o r e a t h l e t i c a n d s w a m i n t h e l o c a l o u t d o o r p o o l

in  the morning before school '

when r decided ro try out for a rore in the schoor pray, i t  turned out

t o b e a P a s s i o n p l a y , a n d t h e J e w i s h f i g u r e s w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d i n a

humi l ia t ing way '  I t  was a fes;on,=- . 'n t t "  s t i l l  was a great  deal  o f

ignorance regarding Jews. when r worried about passing a math exarn' the

mdorher of one of my schoor fr iends tord me I had nothing to worry

a b o u t . A f t e r a l l , I w a s J e w i s h a n d J e w s d i d n o t f a i l m a t h . A n o t h e r

t i m e a s c h o o l m a t e r e c o i l e d i n h o r r o r w h e n o f f e r e d a t a s t e o f m a t z o h

fear ing ter r ib le  consequences should she accept '

The German goverrunent offered to return German cit izenship to us' which

w o u l d h a v e m e a n t m o v i n g t o G e r m a n y . w e c h o s e n o t t o a c c e p t , a n d i n t h i s

manner  became 
"state less ' "  Not  a good posi t ion to  be in '  a l though i t

d i d h e l p u S w i t h o u r i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o A m e r i c a . M y M o t h e r h a d m a n y

r e l a t i v e s i n A m e r i c a a n d w a s e a g e r t o j o i n t h e m . I n J u n e o f ] - 9 4 7 m y

M o t h e r a n d l l e f t f o r A m e r i c a . w e s m u g g l e d , o u t o f H o l l a n d , s i n c e t h e

Dutch wanred to colrect back taxes for the war years' and my Mother did

not intend to pay these. we were smuggred over the border into Bergium

a t n i g h t , a n o t h e r s c a r y e x p e r i e n c e . w e w e r e a m a z e d h o w m u c h r e c o v e r y

t h e r e a l r e a d y w a s i n B e l g i u m - - f o o d s w e w e r e s t i l l o n l y d r e a m i n g o f i n

H o l l a n d w e r e r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n B e l g i u m . F r o m B e l g i u m w e t o o k t h e

boat across the channer, saw my brother in England and then regalry

en te red  the  U 'S '  fG\?



we r ived in  New york c i ty ,s  washington Heights  sect ion for  many years '

I  started to work, later moved to Yonkers and, after my marriage, to

Connecticut '  I  have now l ived in Trumbull for 32 years' have three

w o n d e r f u l c h i l d r e n , t w o g i r l s a n d a b o y , w h o g i v e m e m u c h j o y . I h a v e

walked in rhe rain, arthough I now prefer the sun. My younger daughter

and r have had fun out in the rain as werr- r regurarly correspond with

m o s t o f m y D u t c h r e s c u e r s a n d h a v e S e e n t h e m a f e w t i m e s a l s o .

A f e w y e a r s a g o l w e n t t o t h e H a g u e t o j o i n m y s u r v i v i n g r e s c u e r s ( n o w

i n t h e i r 7 0 , s a n d 9 0 , s ) a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s a n d g u e s t s w h i l e t h e y w e r e

beins honored, dt my request, 
.o-1 :i1-"t:li-::^..'::]nnteous 

Gentires'"

Tvo other peopre that r had arso nominated received this honor posr-

h u m o u s l y . T h e y r e c e i v e d a m e d a l a n d a . , C e r t i f i c a t e o f H o n o r . ' a t t h i s

solemn but  fest ive occasion '  In  the back of  the room a c lass of

G' rnnasj -um (Dutch High Schoor)  s tudents at tended,  ds a h is tory  lesson'  r

h a d i n v i t e d e v e r y o n e t o a l o v e l y l u n c h e o n a f t e r w a r d s a n d i t w a s a m o s t

m e a n i n g f u l d a y f o r a l l o f u S . M y S o n , M i c h a e l ' a c c o m p a n i e d m e a S t h e

c h i l d r e n f e l t l s h o u l d n o t g o a } o n e . H e s h o w e d w o n d e r f u l e m p a t h y a n d

w a s o f g r e a t h e l p t o m e . M y d a u g h t e r s s u p p o r t e d m e f r o m h e r e i n e v e r y

w a y t h e y c o u l d b y s h o w i n g l o v e ' e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d e v e n g i v i n g m e m o n e y

towards the expenses. some christ ian fr iends also wanted to show their

S u p p o r t a n d g a v e m e a c h e c k . W h i l e l w a s i n H o l l a n d , t h e p e o p l e l c a m e

ro honor could not do enough for me and offered unbelievable hospital i ty

as weI I  as f inancia l  contr ibut ions '

Yes, j ' t  was a most meaningful experience ! !

5tnove

Mr.  De l inus  V i -sser  and h is  w i fe  Johanna V isser

their two daughters, Len and Susan Visser

Mr .  Ger r i t  v ' d '  Haar  and  h i s

the i r  ch i l d ren  Jann ie '  E rns t '

Opoe, the grandmother

wife Geertruide v 'd '  Haar

Naat je  (now Ne l I ) ,  and '  Cor r ie  v 'd '  Haar

\ r -
cx.l

Trumbul l ,  Connect icut ' U . S . A .  M a r c h  '  1 9 9 1




